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On November 21st 2022.  We celebrate THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST THE KING 
OF THE UNIVERSE . It is the 34th Sunday in Ordinary Time and takes place on the last Sunday of 
the liturgical year in Ordinary Time.  After this we have Advent, which begins a new liturgical 
year in preparation for Christmas.  
 
This liturgy has the awe-inspiring and overwhelming title of “Jesus Christ, King of the Universe”.  
We hope the following readings will help you recognize and understand 

1. that Jesus is our Shepherd and our King 
2. what  this means 
3. what God wants us to understand about Jesus and his guidance. 

  
Just before and during the time of the first reading in this Liturgy there were 12 Tribes of Israel. King 
Saul had been King and leader of several of these tribes.  But other tribes felt a greater kinship to  
young David, a poor young shepherd from Bethlehem.  He was a brave and bold young man they felt 
was brought to them by God. He begins leading several of the Israeli Tribes and some rebels into battle         
against the evil Philistines who hated the Israelites and even against the present King Saul with great 
courage, strength, and cleverness.  Israel was surrounded by enemies who wanted to destroy the land 
and its people. The Hebrews began to feel great kinship to the young David as they won battles against 
their enemies. Many of the leaders of these tribes believed that God had selected David as their guide. 
And so the people chose the young David as their leader, and anointed him with sacred oil as their 
King. Under David’s rule Israel becomes a powerful Kingdom that others looked up to. The first 
reading gives us some background of David’s story. [(2 Samuel 5:1-3) This reading is from the second  
Book of Samuel.] 
 
 Israel’s leaders met with David of Hebron and said, 
  “We are your close relatives. 
 Even when Saul was King, 
   you led our nation in battle. 
 And the Lord promised that some day you would rule Israel 
  and take care of us like a shepherd.” 
 During the meeting, 
  David made an agreement with the leaders, 
  and asked the Lord to be their witness. 
 Then the leaders poured olive oil on David’s head 
  to show that he was now the king of Israel. 
      The word of the Lord. 
 
When you think of a King, how would you describe David? 
 
 A picture of a King might help you. 
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On the other hand, David, introduced in the first reading, became the most beloved King of 
Israel.   He was the shepherd boy who was loved  and trusted and became King of Israel, the 
leader of his people.                David as King 

 
He was a good King who led his people through difficult battles and helped them win many of 
them.  King David protected his people and united the different tribes. He ruled with justice.  
The people believed he was “their bone and their flesh”, which means that “we are your family”.   
The Israelites began to believe that they were related to David.       
 
If the title of this week's Solemnity is about Jesus Christ as King of the Universe, then why 
do the Hebrews consider David as their King ?  The rest of the readings will help  
us understand.          
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Next we have the Responsorial  Psalm. (Psalm 47:1-2. 7-8) It reminds us to show our joy and love 
for God, the ruler of all the earth. 
 
  R/:  God is King of all the earth. 
   

All of you nations,  
  Clap your hands and shout 
  joyful praises to God. 
  The Lord Most High is fearsome, 
  the ruler of all the earth.  
  R/:  God is King of all the earth. 
 
  God is ruler of all the earth! 
  Praise God with songs. 
  God rules the nations 
  From his sacred throne. 
  R/:  God is King of all the earth 
 
The second reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Colossians (Col 1:15-18).  St .Paul also 
believed in Jesus and while he was in prison he wrote to some of the villages to remind the people 
who Jesus was and his connection with God.  Jesus is described  as a very different kind of King, and 
even more important, he is the image of God. 
 

Brothers and sisters: 
 Christ is exactly like God, who cannot be seen. 
 He is the first-born Son, superior to all creation 
  Everything was created by him,             

everything in heaven and on earth,                    
everything seen and unseen,  

  including all forces and powers, 
  and all rulers and authorities. 
   All things were created by God’s Son, 
    and everything was made for him. 
       
 God’s Son was before all else, 

and by him everything is held together. 
  He is the head of his body, which is the church 
 He is the very beginning,          

he first to be raised from death,  
so that he would be above all others.   

      The word of the Lord      
 
St Paul tries to help the people understand the importance of Jesus and how they should see him. 
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THE READING SAYS     ST PAUL MEANS 
He is exactly like God,     St Paul is trying to remind us that 
He is the first-born Son,    Jesus is both human as well as Godly 
Everything was created by him,   Everything was created by and with him  
   everything in heaven and on earth,      
He is the head of his body, which is the church. He is the church and holds it together. 
He is the very beginning,    He is the beginning of the future. 
   the first to be raised from death,   Jesus’ Resurrection, the first to be raised  
   so that he would be above all others.     from death, and with the Ascension  

   to heaven above, he is above all. 
 
The Hebrews felt so close to David and his descendants that they could not see any other person as  
their King or mighty warrior. They were expecting a great warrior who would help them kill their 
enemies, a true leader and great King!  That is not how we would describe Jesus. How was Jesus 
different from their vision of their future King? 
 
The Gospel from Luke tells us more about Jesus and what kind of King he was. 
 
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke  (Luke 23:35-43). 
 
 While the crowd stood there watching Jesus, 

the leaders insulted him by saying, 
 “He saved others. 
 Now he should save himself, 

If he is God’s chosen Messiah!” 
 
 The soldiers made fun of Jesus and brought him some wine. 
 They said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 
 Above him was a sign that said, 
 “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 
 One of the criminals hanging there also insulted Jesus by saying, 
 “Aren’t you. the Messiah? 
 Save yourself and save us!” 
 
 But the other criminal told the first one off,“ 
 Don’t you fear God? 
 Aren’t you getting the same punishment as this man? 
 We got what was coming to us, 

but he didn’t do anything wrong.” 
 Then he said to Jesus, 
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 “Remember me when you come into power!” 
   
 Jesus replied, 
 “I promise that today you will be with me in paradise!” 
      The gospel of the Lord.  
 
Was Jesus a King with a real crown? 
Did he rule over any country?                            
Why wouldn’t one person recognize him as a King from this reading. 
 

 
 

He had no army to take orders and help him,  
only people who laughed and insulted him  
and two criminals who were being severely punished with him.  
He had won no battles and did not even defend himself.  
He was a man who spoke of love and forgiveness.   
He was not the King that the Hebrews were expecting or wanted.  
 
If he could not even save himself,  how could he save the Israelites in 

battle? Only one person there seems to have understood and recognized Jesus; that was the second 
criminal who was being punished along with the other criminal and Jesus.  He asks Jesus to remember 
him when he goes to heaven.  Jesus replies: “I promise that today you will be with me in paradise.”  
What does Jesus mean?  This is what Jesus Christ, King of the Universe can promise.  
Why, do you think, the 2nd criminal will go to Paradise? 
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